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Dear Friends and Supporters: 

Transitions – an ideal word to summarize Mile High Montessori Early Learning Centers (MHM) in 2009-10. 

2009-10 was the first full year in its 40 year history that MHM transitioned to operating under new 
leadership.  Dr. Pamela Harris joined MHM in mid December 2008 as President and CEO, bringing a 
wealth of knowledge about and experience in Denver’s early childhood education community.  Former 
Executive Director, Anna Jo Haynes, transitioned into the new role of President Emeritus, and remains an 
active contributor in the agency’s business. 

During the year, 652 children from 526 families benefitted from MHM‘s quality early education program. 
Transitions in staffing and employee responsibilities resulted in improved oversight and accountability at 
the centers. The establishment of a team of Family Resources Assistants (FRA), located at each center, 
ensures the delivery of comprehensive family resource referrals and services and assists each family in 
maintaining its individual funding sources.  
 
 A survey of parents conducted during the year by MHM indicated that more than 90% of parents rated 
MHM’s strengths due to the Montessori approach, high teacher quality, size of the classes, family 
resources that are available, location of the centers and hours of operation. One hundred percent were 
satisfied with the educational and developmental progress their children were making, with the amount of 
individualization their child was receiving, with the ease in talking with their child’s teachers and the 
overall increase in their involvement with their child’s education.  
 
MHM remains committed to supporting the highest teacher qualifications and standards. In order to meet 
expanded Head Start teacher requirements, MHM’s professional development opportunities evolved to 
include the usual 15 hours of training, supplemental intensive Montessori education, and new this year, a 
Professional Development Institute. All 115 staff members attended this week-long series of seminars 
covering over 40 topics, and participated in the rare and very productive occasion to share experiences 
and create a communal vision statement. 
 
With federal, state and local governments facing ongoing, critical economic conditions and enacting major 
cuts to education and services funding, MHM began to transition to new and creative funding 
approaches. To this end, MHM is working diligently to strengthen existing partnerships, generate new 
sources of revenue and identify other strategies that will address these economic deficits. 

Each year hundreds of MHM students make the successful transition into kindergarten. A small sample of 
137 MHM children showed that a significantly higher percentage of MHM students who took the 
Developmental Reading Assessment upon entering kindergarten were reading at the expected level as 
compared with the DPS average.  

An uncertain future of prolonged economic struggles and unpredictability will surely necessitate more 
transitions ahead.  We are confident that MHM will successfully adapt to these challenges and with solid 
support from the community will achieve its mission of preparing Denver’s youngest and most vulnerable 
citizens to leave MHM with the tools necessary for success in school and life.   

Our sincere gratitude for your generous contributions and consideration. 

   Sincerely,       

                                                             
   Devvy Altman     Pamela Harris, PhD 
   Board Chair     President & CEO 
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Mile High Montessori Early Learning Centers 
Program Profile 2009-2010 

 
 

Children and Families Served 
  
 

Children Served: 652 in 6 full-day, full-year early learning centers 
 
Age Breakdown: Preschoolers 73.6%  Toddlers 15.1%       Infants 11.3% 
  
Families Served: 526 
 
Family Income: Over 97% of children served in the six core centers were living below  

130% of the federal poverty level.             

                           (As of January 2010, $22,050 for a family of 4) 
 

Ethnicity:   53% Hispanic,   34% African American, 9% European American,  
3% Asian American and 1% Native American 

 
Services Provided Include: *School Readiness Program using Montessori Method of Instruction 
    * Developmental Assessments   * Health Screenings   *Dental Care 

*Special Needs Referrals & Follow-up   *2 Nutritious Meals Daily   
 *Parental Involvement * Family Support & Emergency Services 

 
Drop-In Centers: A combined record-breaking 8,459 child visits were received  

at two drop-in centers operated by MHM serving clients doing business 
with the Denver Courts and Department of Human Services. 

 
  
 

Staff Training and Development 
  
 

All MHM teaching staff participate in ongoing training commensurate with their level of skill 
and experience.  In addition to the standard 15 hours of required training: 

 
20-25 classroom staff took college courses each term in pursuit of an AA or BA degree 

17 teachers attended Montessori Education Center of the Rockies (MECR) 
2 staff enrolled in a Montessori certification program 

All MHM staff attended a one week in-house Professional Development Institute, 
  offering 44 different options focusing on developmentally appropriate practices,  

Montessori approach, family support systems and health and wellness. 
 

 
Quality Ratings 

 
Five of MHM’s six full-day, full-year early learning centers maintained a 3-star rating from Qualistar  

Early Learning for their performance on the four key components of quality  
while Sun Valley improved to a 4-star rating. 



 
FY 2009-2010 Financial Profile 
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Leadership 2009-2010        
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Board of Directors 
 
Chair 
Devvy Altman, Kentwood City Properties  
Vice Chair 
Dennis A. Dahl, PCL Construction Enterprises, Inc. 
Treasurer 
Elmo Morales, Community Representative 
Secretary  
Mary Fowler Elliman, Community Representative 
 
Emily Boyle, Community Representative 
Maya Bunik, M.D., M.S.P.H., The Children’s Hospital, 
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 
Rita Burgess, Community Representative 
Paulette Fara-Schembri, Community Representative 
Daphne L. Hunter, Retired DPS Principal, UNC Mentor 
David Koff, InterMedia Partners 
Claire Fish Mootz, Community Representative  
Zachary Neumeyer, Sage Hospitality Resources 
Megan Rogers, Janus Capital Group 
Katrin Miller Rothgery, Snell & Wilmer LLP 
Anthony Ryan, HoganLovells  
Lyndsay Taylor, Parent Representative 
Rodney D. Wicklund, Rockies Global Marketing, LLC 
Tom Williams, AT&T Mobility 
 

Community Leadership Board 
 
Founding Co-Chairs 
Walter Isenberg, Sage Hospitality Resources 
Sarah Rockwell, Kaplan, Kirsch and Rockwell LLP  
President   
Laura P. Barton, Community Advocate
 

      

Steve Bachar, Shan Investments, LLC 
Bob Barnes, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management 
Services, Inc.  
Susan Barnes- Gelt, 
Steve Berman, M.D., The Children’s Hospital 

Denver Post 

Punum Bhatia, Montessori Centre International 
Denver 
Carol Boigon, Denver City Council  
Molly Broeren, Molly’s of Denver 
Lisa Busse, Community Advocate  
Anne Bye Rowe, RP Publishing  
Linda Campbell, Community Advocate 
Heather Carson Perkins, Faegre and Benson LLP  
Steven Dayney, REpower USA  

 
Marlene DeLaRosa, U.S. Department of Justice  
Martha Devine, DCG, P.C.  
Lindy Eichenbaum Lent, Civic Center Conservancy  
Elaine Gantz Berman, 
Rebecca & Ken Gart, Specialty Sports Ventures, LLC  
Lucia Guzman, City & County of Denver 

State Board of Education 

Dale Harris, Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 
Chris Henderson, US Department of the Interior 
Bruce Hoyt, St. Charles Capital   
Angela Hutton-Howard, Aurora Education Foundation 
Gwinavere Johnston, JohnstonWells Public Relations 
Cyndi Kahn, Community Advocate  
Maureen Kelly Barker, UAB Asset Management West 
Peggy Lehmann, Denver City Council  
Scott Levin, Fisher, Sweetbaum, Levin & Sands PC  
Doug Linkhart, Denver City Council  
Monique Lovato, Xcel Energy Foundation 
Dean Martinez, Prestige Real Estate Group 
Carole & Jim McCotter, Community Advocates 
Jill McNellis, Qwest Communications 
Patrick McNellis, Federal Reserve Bank of KC 
Paul Melinkovich, M.D., Denver Health  
Terry Minger, Piton Foundation  
Kristen Mix, U.S. Magistrate Judge  
Judy Montero, Denver City Council 
Lt. Governor Barbara O’Brien, PhD 
Rick O’Brien, M.D. 
Dean Prina, M.D., Partners in Pediatrics  
Frank Schuchat, Schuchat Herzog & Brenman LLC  
Sharon Sherman, GBSM, Of Counsel  
Eva Slattery, Community Advocate  
Martha Solis-Turner, Community Advocate 
George Sparks, Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science 
Helen Thorpe, Community Advocate 
 

Administration 
 
Pamela K. Harris, PhD, President and CEO  
Anna Jo Haynes, President Emeritus 
Kerri Greenberg, VP Community Affairs & 
Advancement 
Lionel P. Espinoza, Jr., Head Start Director 
Debra Houdelette, Controller 
Lil Ortivez, Human Resources Director

 



  

Contributors 2009-2010 
 

We gratefully acknowledge and honor the following companies, civic groups, foundations 
and individuals for giving so generously of their resources in 2009-2010:      

 

 

*Amount designated to MHM through Mile High United Way   ** Donor Advised Fund   
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    FOUNDATION SUPPORT     
    Altman Family Partnership 
    Brett Family Foundation 
    Carson Pfafflin Foundation  

Colorado Health Foundation 
Denver Metro Chamber 
Leadership Foundation 
Faegre & Benson Foundation 
Jerry Gart Family Foundation 
Helen K & Arthur E Johnson 
Foundation 
LARRK Foundation  
Post/News Season To Share 
Fund 
Rose Community Foundation 
Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation 
The Denver Foundation 
The Ilse Nathan Foundation 
The Pioneer Fund  

 
 
    CORPORATE SUPPORT/ 
    ADOPT A CENTERS   
    Arthur J Gallagher Risk  
    Management Services, Inc. 
    CBIZ/ Mayer Hoffman McCann                                    
   Courtyard by Marriott Denver 

Delta Dental of Colorado 
Internal Revenue Service 
Johns Manville* 
Lion’s Club of Denver 
Marsico Capital Management 
Newmont Mining Corporation 
PCL Construction Enterprises  
Pepsi Cola Bottling Company 
Pinnacol Assurance 
Sage Hospitality Resources 
Snell & Wilmer LLC 
The Oxford Hotel 
UMB Asset Management West 
Unique Properties, LLC 
US Department of Justice – 
Immigration Court  
WellPoint Associate Giving 
  
 

    INDIVIDUAL  
CONTRIBUTORS       

    $10,000 and above 
Laura Barton** 
Dennis Dahl* 
Mary Elliman 
David Koff** 
Robert Link* 
Eva Slattery 

 
    $5,000 to $10,000  

Catherine Cole 
Ken & Rebecca Gart 
Christopher Richardson* 

 
    $1,000 to $5,000 

Devvy Altman 

Susan Barnes-Gelt 
Bruce & Marcy Benson 
Dr. Stephen & Elaine Berman 
Rita Burgess 
Brad & Lisa Busse* 
Steven & Patricia Corder* 
Anita Cuevas* 
Cory Dahl* 
Paul & Carol Daw 
Dick & Ze Deane* 
Martha Devine 
Robert Duch, Jr. 
Cynthia Evans* 
Alan & Katie Fox 
Dale Harris* 
Pamela Harris & Brad 
Clemmons 
Anna Jo Haynes 
Chris Henderson 
Monique Lovato* 
Rod Martinez* 
Susan Matthews Brown 
Carole & Jim McCotter  
Zachary Neumeyer 
Karen Newman* 
David Nowling* 
Stefan Otto*  
Adele Phelan 
Kathryn & Timothy Ryan  
Rodney & Paige Sgrignoli* 
Joan Shepardson 
John Shultzabarger*  
Martha Solis-Turner &  
James Turner* 
George Sparks 
Louis Turner * 
Ronald & Cille Williams  
 
$500 to $1,000 
Carol Boigon 
Molly Broeren 
Rich & Martha Caschette 
Margaret Coleman Trust 
Andrea Helecker* 
Mark & Marjorie Jost 
W. Leo Kiely 
Meredith Kuehler* 
Carol Neff* 
Kenneth Pfohl* 
Megan Rogers 
Brad Swartzlander* 
 
$250 to $500 
Emily Boyle 
Allegra Haynes 
Sharon Langendoerfer, M.D. 
Peggy Lehmann 
Scott & Laure Levin 
Laura Lichter 
Richard Lirtzman 
Harold & Ann Long 
Robert & Julie Mauro  
Claire F. Mootz 

Elmo Morales 
Barbara & Dr. Rick O’Brien 
Sarah Rockwell 
Katrin Miller Rothgery 
Frank Schuchat 
Lloyd & Jean Shelton 
Tom & Beth Strickland 
Stephen Weinstein 
Tom Williams 
 
Up to $250  
Frederick & Jan Anderson 
Laurie Anderson 
Lena Archuleta 
Steve & Margaret Bathgate 
Ronald Bernstein 
Brewster & Helen Boyd 
Dr. Maya Bunik 
Janice Burnstein 
Thomas & Julie Caccia 
Brady Colvin 
Eugene D’Alessandro 
Melba Ellis 
Janet Engel 
Paulette Fara-Schembri 
John & Mona Ferrugia 
Margaret Garbe  
Caleb & Sidney Gates 
Gertrude Grant 
Gerald Gray 
Zachary Greenberg 
Schuyler Grey 
Harold Hein 
Bruce & Susan Heitler 
Harold &Toni Henthorn 
Don & Mary Hoagland 
Daphne Hunter 
Chas. Jones &  
Jill Cowperthwaite 
Cynthia Kahn 
Dr. Stuart & Gail Kassan 
Judy Kaufman 
Michael & Kelly Kennedy 
Scott & Norma Kirk 
Walter Kirkham 
Joanne Kleinstein 
John & Julie Kucera 
Charles & Jennie Kurtz 
Kathleen Liedtke 
Doug Linkhart 
Pat Loewi 
Lisa Merlino – Hill Family 
Foundation   
Kerby Meyers 
David & Lisa Farber Miller 
David & Meg Miller 
Howard & Susan Noble 
Jeff & Jessica Pearson 
Dan & Judy Pepper 
Milford & Joanne Pepper 
Jordon Perlmutter 
James & Ladeen Pluss 
Andy & Candy Roberts 

Scott & Ellen Robinson 
Alfred & Marion Rogers 
Greg & Laurie Romberg 
Roy & Bea Romer 
Mike & Patti Ross 
Dr. Dean Prina 
Farrell & Nancy Rubenstein 
Thomas & Jody Ryan 
Bill & Kathy Schroeder 
Lloyd & Jean Shelton 
Don & Arlene Shwayder 
Joanne Singer 
Brian & Crissie Snow 
Lars & Jane Soderberg 
Stefan & Andrea Levitt-Stein 
Mary Sullivan 
Peggy Weiner 
Elizabeth Wheeler 
Rod Wicklund 
Ed & Nancy Zorensky 
Gail Zucker 
Evan Zuckerman 
 
 
DESIGNATED 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Karla Barry* 
Gregg Beckham* 
Elizabeth Brown* 
Ryan Cook* 
Julie Jackson  
Teresa Jammal* 
Eric Komar 
Melissa Lords 
Heather McVoy* 
Laura Nash*  
 
 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS 
Banyan Tree/ Whittier Drum  
Project 
Cheryl Borgen 
Claudia & Sophie Brett-Goldin 
City & County of Denver  
Colorado Preschool Program 
Denver Children’s Museum 
Denver’s Great Kids Head Start 
Denver Preschool Program  
Environmental Learning for Kids 
Europa Escape Design 
Goldbug 
Hampden Press 
Highway Technologies  
King Soopers 
Kroenke Sports  
KWAL Paint 
New Garments Always 
Rassman Designs 
Rude Park Board / Lions Club   
Society of Petroleum Engineers’ 
Wives Club 
 

http://mhm.civicore.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=organizations.form&view=yes&organizationid=37�


 
 

 Volunteers 2009 - 2010 
 

We appreciate the time & talents the following individuals and companies generously shared during 2009-2010 

If we have inadvertently failed to include your name or have misspelled it, we apologize. Please let us know. Thank you! 
  

Page 7 
 

   

Arthur J. Gallagher Risk 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Management Services, Inc. 
    Melisa Jonsson 

Jennifer McFerrin 
Kristine Phelps 
Lori Smith 
CBIZ/ Mayer Hoffman 
McCann PC  
Jessica Bodiford 
Lorraine Carlson 
Molly Dixon 
Rachel Howard 
Cindy Nesseth 
Misty Walker  
Gretchen Yenic 

    Concerts for Kids 
George Andrew 
Sharon Andrew 
Lawrence Cordova  
Barb Estrada 
Debbie Estrada 
Louie Estrada 
Joe Franco 
Carlo Hernandez 
Sharon King 
Rebecca Martinez 
Janelle Spahn 
Michael Spahn  

Karen Blodgett 
Johns Manville 

Erin Gladu 
Doris Hanavan 
Andrea Helecker  
Angie Jones 
Doug Miller  
Sue Scheirer 
Lion’s Club of Denver   
Logan School for Creative 
Learning 
Denise Lines 
Elisabeth Lee 
Michele Brower 
25 students 
Mile High United Way Emerging 
Leaders 
Ivan Anaya 
Ian Currigan 
Temi Dada 
Mark Davidson 
Brett Dolan 
Matthew Donatelli 
Julie Hoffman 
Tony Hymer 
Nina Martinez 
Vanessa Medina 
Samantha Plager 
PCL Construction       
Enterprises, Inc.  
Regis High School – Girls 

 
 
Rude Park Board  
Courtyard by Marriott DT/  
The Oxford Hotel 
 Kathleen Bates 
 Logan Bates 
 Vanessa Bremer 
 Ted Carter 
 Jen Gravestock 
 Rebecca Iriarte 
 Sue Jones 
 Misha Lee 
 Suki Nagano 
 Shanika Stewart 
 Jennifer Wauthier 
 Debbie Whitten 
 Sage Hospitality    
 Resources 
 Linda Butterworth 
 Debbie Estrada 
 Romi Howell 
 Walter Isenberg 
 Pam Jorgensen 
 Donna Kraft 
 Brad McCreedy 
 Lizzie McNaney-Juster 
 Simon O’Mahony 
 Patty Shapiro 
 DeMarco Slaughter 
 Brian Treadwell 

    Tina Yono 
    Snell & Wilmer LLP

Ty Lufman 

 
    Josephine Arwood 

    Melissa Meyer 
    Unique Properties 

Nate Baldwin 
    Ryan Floyd 

Kevin Higgins 
Emily Lemere 
Marc Lippitt 

    Brian McKernan 
Adam Riddle 
Lindsay Schulte 

   John Sheflin 
   Scott Shwayder 
   Briana Tursick 
   Phil Yeddis 
   US Immigration Court 
   Corina Almeida 
   Cathy Auble 
   Michelle Broksas 
   Catherine Chan 
   David Cordova 
   John Davis 
   Deanna De Herrera 
   Marlene DeLaRosa 
   Paige Gardner 
   Lisa Green 
   Nate Herbert 

 
 
   Ravi Kanwal 
   Laura Lichter  
   Amanda Lozano 
   Camila Palmer  
   Bruni Phillips 
   Francesca Ramos 
   Alec Revelle 
   Maria Rodriguez  

 
INDIVIDUALS 
Devvy Altman  
David Archuleta 
Mandi Ashbrook 
Karen Betstedt 
Judith Bovard 
Emily Boyle 
Claudia Brett-Goldin 
Maya Bunik, M.D. 
Rita Burgess 
Nikki Chavez-Ortiz 
Denny Dahl 
Olivia Dansky 
Joe Dodds 
Mary Elliman 
Erica Endorf 
Paulette Fara-Schembri 
Jerry Freeman 
Sophie Goldin 
Daphne Hunter 
Nancy Jarrell 
Kendra Kassel 
Norma Klotz 
Izzi Kornfeld 
Maddie Kornfeld 
Kevin Krugen 
Pat Mangan 
Albert Martinez 
Katrin Miller Rothgery  
Silvana Montero 
Elmo Morales  
Zachary Neumeyer 
Sharon Oppegard 
Lucinda Perry 
Ami Reis 
Julia Roberts 
Megan Rogers 
Anthony M. Ryan 
Brittany Sanson 
Nile Schwabauer 
Jackie Smith  
Nathaniel Szkil 
Lindsay Taylor 
Milly Travis 
Sandra Trujillo 
Rodney Wicklund 
Tom Williams  
Georgie Zuppa 
Head Start and  
Early Head Start Parents 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mile High Montessori Early Learning Centers Locations 

Edna Oliver  
2851 Tremont Place   
Lowry  
957 Ulster Way  
Northeast  
3503 Marion Street 

Rude Park  
1275 Decatur Street  
Sun Valley  
990 Alcott  
Westwood  
980 S. Lowell Blvd. 

 

                   Denver Warm Welcome Court Child Care Drop-in Center 
                270 W 14th

                   Good Beginnings Drop-in Center 
 Street 

                1200 Federal Blvd. 
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