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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS

Thank you for making 2014-2015 yet another impactful year for Mile High Early Learning (MHEL),
formerly Mile High Montessori Early Learning Centers. This marked our 45th year providing a quality
educational experience to Denver’s most vulnerable young children. Through the extraordinary
efforts and commitment of our staff, parents, volunteers, funders, and our incredible students
themselves, MHEL reflected its mission to enable all children in Denver to succeed in school by
providing resources and education to inspire a lifetime of learning and self-sufficiency. Some
highlights of our work this year include:

* Serving over 650 children at our five early learning centers throughout Denver.

* Holding our second annual Stone Soup breakfast to celebrate MHEL and
build new relationships.

* Strengthening MHEL's Professional Learning Center to support and develop
internal education staff.

* Developing a Montessori Inspired Education Rubric through a months-long
collaborative effort by ten teachers across the MHEL agency.

e Launching our new Short & Sweet Book Clubs program in an effort to give children
and their parents or caregivers more time to focus on literacy and language development.

* Managing the transition of the state’s child care QRIS rating system to
Colorado Shines and obtaining a Level 4 for all MHEL centers.

In 2016, Mile High Montessori Early Learning Centers was rebranded as Mile High Early Learning.
The goal of this change was to have a name that more clearly and succinctly communicated the
totality of the agency'’s efforts, which in addition to our early learning and drop-in centers include

a focus on community programming and professional development for early childhood educators.
As our new tagline suggests, our curriculum remains inspired by the principles of Montessori, which
place an emphasis on individualized, self-directed learning. We've combined this philosophy with
other leading-edge teaching methods to deliver an exceptional educational experience tailored to
meet the specific needs of children who may be at-risk due to economic and social circumstances.

We appreciate you taking the time to view this annual report and look forward to another year of
progress as we work to cultivate each child’s unique potential. Thank you again for your ongoing
support and partnership!

Py 200 Phwntla. |haftss

Mary Fowler Elliman Pamela K. Harris, PhD
Board Chair President & CEO
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PROGRAM PROFILE 2014- 2015
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVED

Children Served:
675 in five core early learning centers
Age Breakdown:

Infants/Toddlers:
ages 6 weeks to 3 years: 215/30%

Preschoolers:
ages 3-5 years: 499/70%

Family Income:

Sixty-five percent of the families were
one-parent households;

Over 95% of families were living at
or below the Federal Poverty Level or
$24,250 for a family of four.

84% were employed and/or enrolled
in school.

Ethnicity:

41% Hispanic

31% African American
13% European American
11% Multi-racial

3% Asian/Pacific Islander
1% Native American

Community Education Programs:

BABIES READY FOR COLLEGE:

258 children and families served

PLAY AND LEARN:

43 children and families participated
SHORT & SWEET BOOK CLUB:

83 children and 68 parents/caregivers
participated

Drop-In Centers:

MHEL Centers serving clients doing business
with the Denver Courts and Department of
Human Services had a combined total of
8,667 child visits.

Mile High Early Learning Centers operates

six early learning centers, two drop-in centers,
and a community education center, all located
in Denver.

EARLY LEARNING CENTERS . !
Edna Oliver, 2851 Tremont Place
1 Lowry Montessori, 957 Ulster Way
Northeast, 3503 Marion Street
8 Rude Park, 1275 Decatur Street

1 Sun Valley, 990 Alcott Way |25 o
3 Westwood, 980 S. Lowell Blvd. N : E
DROP-IN LOCATIONS % S

Denver Warm Welcome Court Child Care s 3 -

Drop-in Center, 270 W 14th Street
[l Good Beginnings Drop-in Center,
1200 Federal Blvd.
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PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2014-2015

Child Outcomes:

* For all age children, only 59% started at MHEL

with the skills they needed to be successful in
school.

* By the end of the year, 89% of children had
achieved their school readiness objectives.

* Children made significant gains in cognitive
development, 56% were at an educationally
appropriate level in fall, which increased to
93% in spring.

* 100% of children received early intervention
learning screenings; and of the 16% of
children identified with special needs, all
received services through an Individualized
Education Plan.

e All children were current on immunizations
and physicals and had a medical home.

e 78% of children had continuous, accessible
dental care; 82% received preventive care;
19% were identified to need advanced care
and 85% of them received treatment.

Program Outcomes:

All MHEL's centers are evaluated by Qualistar
Colorado; Sun Valley and Westwood achieved
a prestigious Star 4 ratings while the other
three centers maintained a Star 3, a standard of
excellence.

Through a partnership with Denver Public

Schools, MHEL has been able to expand its core

program to serve special needs children. MHEL

is operating two inclusive classrooms where fifty

percent of the 64 students have special needs.

Staff Development:

Staff education achievements

3 teachers with MA degrees

19 teachers with BA/BS degrees

9 teachers with AA degrees

9 staff are Montessori certified

The 5th annual weeklong MHEL Professional
Development Institute was held in March
2015 offering staff the opportunity to engage
in collaborative discussions and attend a
wide variety of workshops to cultivate their
professional skills.
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FINANCIAL PROFILE
FY 2014-2015

MHEL REVENUE
$7,499,154

2% -« Early Head Start
$117,650

* Dept of Human Services/Other Counties
$124,308

» Contributions
$144,685

* ECARES
$148,755

* Mill Levy
$275,355
4%
» Federal Food Program
$291,822
4%
© Denver Preschool Program

$354,677
5%

* ECE Fees
$444,442
6%

* Mile High United Way
$492,854
6%

* CO Preschool Program
$512,730
7%

MHEL EXPENSES
$6,792,358

0.5% e Events
$56,889

* Misc.
$53,332

1% e Denver Public Schools/
SWIC
$115,200

° Investments/
Other Income
$81,892

* Head Start
$1,682,721
22%

> Denver Dept. of
Human Services
$1,123,254
15%

* Foundations &
Grants
$949,660
13%

* In-kind
$528,928
7%

© Fundraising
$142,108
2%

° Management/General
$1,153,707
17%

* Program Services
$5,496,543
81%



2014-2015 DONORS & VOLUNTEERS

We gratefully acknowledge
the following companies,
civic groups, foundations and
individuals for giving their
resources so generously.

DONORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Anna and John J Sie Foundation

Anschutz Foundation

Arthur Gallagher Foundation

Boettcher Foundation

BOKF Foundation

Buell Foundation

Carson Foundation

The Colorado Trust

Community First Foundation

Daniels Fund

The Denver Foundation

Helen K and Arthur E Johnson
Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation Laff
Foundation

Mile High United Way-Social
Innovation Fund

The llse Nathan Foundation

The Piton Foundation

Rose Community Foundation-
Roots & Branches

Wells Fargo Foundation

The Connie Burwell and William
W. White Foundation

CORPORATE SUPPORT

BE Media

Boy Scouts of America, Troop 12

Citywide Banks

CO Child Care Substitutes

Colorado Children’s Campaign

Colorado State Bank and Trust

Consolidated Investment Group

Courtyard by Marriott Denver
Downtown

Denver Public Schools

EKS&H LLP

Highland Haven Creekside Inn

Hogan Lovells LLP

Kaplan Early Learning

Lockheed Martin

McGregor's Garden, Inc.

Mental Health Center of Denver

Metrix Advisors

NexusTek, Inc

Oxford Club and Spa

Rocky Mountain Research &
Prevention Institute

Rude Park Community Nursery

Sage Hospitality Resources

Schuchat International Law Firm

The Crawford Hotel

The Oxford Hotel

INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTORS

$5,000 and above
Anonymous

Laura Barton

Seth & Cody Belzley
Mary Fowler

David & Judy Koff
Celeste Link

Eva Slattery
Michelle Sie Whitten

$1,000 to $5,000
Cynthia Abramson
Devvy Altman

Bob Barnes

Elaine & Stephen Berman
Carol Boigon
Brooke Brown

Lisa Busse

Cheryl Caldwell
Linda Campbell

Alix & John Corboy
Steve Dayney
Martha Devine
Josiah & Vivian Dodds
Suzanne Fanch
Kenneth Geist
Barbara Grogan
Pamela Harris

Anna Jo Haynes

Joy Johnson
Michael Johnson
Cynthia Kahn

Jim McCotter

AJ Miller

Margaret Morrissey
Shirley & Stefan Otto
Adele Phelan

Gerald Phelan
Records-Johnston Family
Gail Riley

Beatrice Romer
Joan Shepardson
Melanie Ulle

$500 to $1,000

Forrest & Germaine Cason
Catherine Cole

David & Vicki Dansky
Katharine & Mark Dickson
Dana Dorfman

Katie & Alan Fox

Eric Komar

Jennifer Landrum

Stacy Mazur

Ronnie Mitzner

Margaret Morrissey
Karen Newman

Susan Noble

Elizabeth Searle

Astrid Spies

Judith Wagner

$250 to $500

Eric & Kendra Black
Richard & Martha Caschette
Leslie Cavness
Minou Cramer
Dennis & Luann Dahl
Deborah Davis

Paul Daw

Ann Ellis

Karen & Tim Enboden
Cynthia Evans

Susan Barnes-Gelt
Dora Juniel

Jennifer Landrum
Nancie Linville
Harold Logan
Robert Mauro
Leonard McCain
Anne McDonald
Paul Melinkovich
Kristen Mix

Harriet Moyer

Alan & Lynda Nansel
Stacy Neir

Frank & Anne Rowe
Julia Smissen
Suzanne White

Up to $250
Anonymous

Adrienne Abel

Kristy Adams
Stephanie Karayannis Adams
Joanne Aiello

Janet Meredith & lan Alexander
Jennifer & Kevin Allen
Sara Almerri

Altman Family
Celeste Archer
Michelle Arguello
Elizabeth Badger
Thomas Bailey
Emerson Bails

Lisa & Stephen Bain
Maureen Barket
Robert Barnes

John Baron

Ellen Baskerville
Bronwyn Bateman
Stanley & Peggy Borrell
Erin & Mark Brown

J. A. Burke

Emily Bustos

Thomas & Judy Carroll
Martha Cashette
Thomas Clemmons
Shannon Clifford
Gerri Cohen

Brandy Colvin

Susan Coopersmith
John Crawford
Marisol Cruz

Cindy Culkin

Emily Davidson

Nancy DeBaere
Malise deBree
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Lynn Dolven
Susan Eskridge
Jana Everett
Stanley & Stacy Feeney
P.Cole &R.F. Finegan
Veronica Fleischer
William Frank
Jill Frasier
Daniel Friesen
Elaine Gampel
K.A. &K.M. Gerdes
Mimi Gersoff
Janis Gillam
Cristina Gillanders
Gertrude Grant
Kerri Greenberg
Kenneth & Geraldine Grimes
Sheila Ahearn &
John Groneman
Jill Grooms
Kendall Hackman
Joshua Hanfling
Lynea Hansen
Kyle & Kathryn Harris
Ryan Harris
Gilbert Harrison
Sara Harvey
Mary Haynes
Allegra Haynes
Rollie Heath
Harold Hein
Laurie Herlihy
Regina Herrera
Dolores & Stephen Hessee
Derek Heyes
Julie Hill
Mary Hoagland
Elsa Holguin
Mary Kohn & Benjamin
Honigman
Hollie Velasquez Horvath
Mimi Howard
Charles Holum & Linda Huang
Janet Humphryes
Daphne Hunter
Angela Hutton-Howard
Bill Jaeger
James Jensen
Rebecca Kantor
Gail & Stuart Kassan
Judith Kaufman
Allison Keogh
Michael & Lani Kessler
Susan Knill
Amie Knox
Wendy & Carlo Kriekels
Doris Lackner
Sophia Lane-Wierzba
Sharon Langendoe
Scott Levin
Patricia Loewi
Loretta Lohman
Andrew Lopez
Monique Lovato
John Love
Susan Luna
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C. Gilbert Lynn

Rebecca & S. MclLean Macsovits

Esfreida Maddox
Janet Manning

Don & Ruth Mares
Sarah Marks

Felicia Narajo Martinez
Tracy Martinez

Liane Martinez

Janet McCall
Catherine McCarty
Theresa McDowell
Mike McGuffee
Robert & Susan Miller
Lisa Farber Miller & David Miller
Carl & Patricia Millice
Judith & Terrell Minger
Melissa Mireic

L.A. Montagu

Chris Mosley

Matt Most

Therese Chavez & Scott Murphy

James & Joyce Murphy

Rochelle Nadeau

Methuen Nagatani

James Nussbaum

Robin Pack

Heather Perkins

Anne Poe

Renee Posey

Rebecca Potts

Kate Reinhardt

Robert & Sue Renner

Courtney Ricci

Karen Riley

Monica Roers

Alfred & Marion Rogers

Diana & John
Romero-Campbell

Amanda Roy

Lisa Roy

Anthony Ryan

Lori Ryan

LaPhonso Salas

Markley & Travis Schlegel

Kathryn Schlegel

Robert Scott

Alan & Gail Seay

James Shelton

Jean & Lloyd Shelton

Lezavetta Shorts

Susan Neff & Samuel Simpson

Lindi Sinton

Alana Smart

Julia Smissen

Jennifer Stedron

Chris & Brooke Steedly

Kathleen Stiles

Mary & Bradford Talbot

Gloria Tanner

Lisa Tyler

Harry & Teresa Vogler

Stephen Vogler

Jane Walsh

Sandra Walters

Chris & Robert Watney

Kenneth Weil

Stephen & Sherri Weinstein

Robert Weyams

Rod Wicklund

Travis Zaremski

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS

Amp the Cause

Blake Aschenbrener

John Badger

Marjorie Baumert & Friends

BBBBEK Book Club

Boulder Montessori School

Bright Horizons at
Greenwood Plaza

Brown Brothers Harriman

C-Biz

City of Denver

Brad Clemmons Design

cmDance

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Collier

Colorado Academy

The Colorado Health
Foundation

Colorado Preschool Program

Cub Scout Pack 711

Cheryl Balchunas

Denver Great Kids Head Start

Denver Metro Chamber of
Commerce Impact Denver

Denver Preschool Program

Arthur J Gallagher & Co.

Hampden Press

Internal Revenue Service

Johns Manville

Kinder Morgan

King Soopers

KWAL Paint

Alison Millice & Friends

Lee Vickers & Winter Wall

Rochelle & Austin Nadeau

PCL Construction
Enterprises, Inc.

Rude Park Board/
Lions Club of Denver

The Logan School for
CreativelLearning

VOLUNTEERS

Thank you for sharing your time
and talents!

Individuals
George & Sharon Andrew
Marcia Ankele
Christina Bargelt
Nancy Bartlett
Marjorie Baumert
Rachel Brown
Nick Buchanan
Voradel Carey
Steve Chambers
Harrison Chang
Paige Clay

Daniel Dammann
Jack Davidson
Eliza Davis

Jillian Davis

Dom Deane

Jolie Diepenhorse
Grandpa Joe Dodds
Lupe Duran

Holly Emick
Katherine Ernst
Tara Foristal

Becca Genualdi
Trinity Goderstad
Arianna Goldman
Abigail Gomez
Kristi Harder
Abdul Hassan
Juan Hernandez Jr.
Peter Hillary
Denny Holmes
Keely Holtz

Bob Hughes
Arianna Johnson
Brittany Johnson
Waleed Khalifa
Bobby Kidder
Anna Knelling

Eva Knepper
Abigail Lease
Ann-Claire Lin
Emily Livingstone
Olivia Lutz

Molly Magid

Bryan Maldonado
Luisa Maldonado
Daria Mann

Roy Martinez
Vivian Masters
Ryan McConnell
Trace Montgomery
Austin Nadeau
Zander Naes
Marsha Nelson
Avery Niles

Celia Osman
Jessica & Ryan Ostoyich
Jacqueline Patel
Chanon Penvari
Emily Perez
Nguyen Pham
Paige Phillips

Mike Ross

Evan Rumsfeld
James & Ariel Scheiner
Sebastian Snipwith
Andrea & Danny Stadig
Jen Stein

Bryan Taylor
Nathan Tormaschy
Anastasia Vaidis
Claire Wright
Mercy Wright
Anne Younger
Natalie & Chris Zech

Magdalena Aguayo
Gladys Boston
William Henderson
Denny Holmes
Steve Kinsky

Terry Lutts

Mark Williamson

Shannon McQueen
Jamie Newton
Audrey Dellgren
20+ Students

Mary Fowler, Co-Chair
Laura Barton, Co-Chair
Cindy Abramson

Steve Bachar

Seth Belzley

Emily Boyle

Alix Corboy

Anna Jo Haynes

B. Solomon Muwanga
Frank Schuchat

Book Club
Devvy Altman
Suzanne Baron
Laura Barton
Claire Brockbank
Parry Burnap
Mary Elliman
Kerri Greenberg
Mary Kohn

Jen Lichtenfels
Harriet Moyer
Suzanne White

Johns Manville
Debbie Baker
Larry Ball

Duane Charbonneau
Bliss Ermack
Sharleen Evans
Todd Forest
Kathy Fullerton
Mark Granger
Doris Hanavan
Andrea Helecker
Sue Hiegel

Kipp Klupacs
Melissa Kroge
Elam Leed

Tony Lucero
Lonny Olmstead
George Reynolds
Jimi Ruck

Amy Ski

Chris Smith

Kerri Snyder

Jen Stepaniak

PCL Construction
Enterprises, Inc.
Hannah Holcomb
Bjorn Jespersen
Ritch MacPherson
Stephanie McCay
Kim Ruiz

Sage Hospitality Resources
Linda Butterworth

Debbie Estrada

Robin Kirtley

Donna Kraft

Jake Kugler

Margarita Pineda

DeMarcio Slaughter

Mollie Toth

Jennifer Wagner
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Chair

Mary Fowler, Community Representative

Vice Chair Emeritus

Dennis A. Dahl, PCL Construction Enterprises, Inc.

Vice Chair Finance/Treasurer

Elmo Morales, BNY Mellon

Vice Chair Development

Michael Johnson, Kutak Rock LLP

Vice Chair Programs

Devvy Altman, Kentwood City Properties

Secretary

Cody Belzley, Colorado Children’s Campaign

Members

Cindy Abramson, Executive Director Emeritus,
Denver Scholarship Foundation

Deborah Davis, CPA, Retired

Anthony Ryan, Esq., Hogan Lovells US LLP

Julia Smissen, Cricket Communications

Marisol Vasquez, Parent Representative

Tarik Walker, MD, MPH, University of Colorado
School of Medicine

Rodney D. Wicklund, RPW Investments LLC

Founding Co-Chairs

Walter Isenberg, Sage Hospitality Resources

Sarah Rockwell, Esq., Kaplan, Kirsch and Rockwell LLP

Chair

Hon. Carol Boigon, Former Denver City
Councilwoman

Members

Steve Bachar, Esq., Ireland Stapleton
Pryor & Pascoe, PC

Bob Barnes, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk
Management Services, Inc.

Hon. Susan Barnes-Gelt, The Denver Post

Laura P. Barton, Community Advocate

Steve Berman, M.D., The Children’s Hospital

Punum Bhatia, Montessori Centre
International Denver

Emily Boyle, B.E. Media

Claudia Brett Goldin, Esq.,
Colorado Attorney General’s Office

Molly Broeren, Molly’s of Denver

Rita Burgess, AIA

Lisa Busse, Philanthropist

Anne Bye Rowe, RP Publishing

Linda Campbell, Community Advocate

Heather Carson Perkins, Esq., Faegre Baker Daniels

Steven Dayney, REpower USA
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Marlene DelaRosa, U.S. Department of Justice
Martha Devine, DCG, P.C.
Paulette Fara, Private Pure Pilates
Hon. Elaine Gantz Berman, State Board of Education
Rebecca & Ken Gart, Gart Properties
Sen. Lucia Guzman, Colorado State Senate
Dale Harris, Esq., Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP
Chris Henderson, US Department of the Interior
Bruce Hoyt, St. Charles Capital
Angela Hutton-Howard, Esq., Vaden Law Firm, LLC
Gwinavere Johnston, JohnstonWells Public Relations
Cyndi Kahn, Esq., Founder, Summer Scholars
Maureen Kelly Barker, Citywide Banks
David Koff, InterMedia Partners
Councilwoman Peggy Lehmann, Denver City Council
Scott Levin, Esq., Anti Defamation League,
Mountain States
Hon. Doug Linkhart, City of Denver
Monique Lovato, National Energy &
Utility Affordability Coalition
Dean Martinez, Metrowest Real Estate Services
Carole & Jim McCotter, Community Advocates
Jill McNellis, CenturyLink Communications
Patrick McNellis, Federal Reserve Bank of KC
Paul Melinkovich, M.D., Denver Health
Hon. Kristen Mix, U.S. Magistrate Judge
Councilwoman Judy Montero, Denver City Council
Zachary Neumeyer, Sage Hospitality Resources
Adele Phelan, President Emeritus,
The Clayton Foundation
Dean Prina, M.D., Partners in Pediatrics
Megan Rogers, TD Ameritrade
Katrin Rothgery, Esq., Colorado Office of
Attorney Regulation
Frank Schuchat, Esq., Schuchat International
Law Firm LLC
Eva Slattery, Community Advocate
Martha Solis-Turner, Community Advocate
George Sparks, Denver Museum of Nature and Science
Helen Thorpe, Author

Pamela K. Harris, PhD, President and CEO
Anna Jo Haynes, President Emeritus
Debra Houdelette, Controller

Lolita A. Ray, Head Start Director

Joan Holtz, Director of Education
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Mile High Early Learning
1780 Marion Street
Denver, CO 80218

P: 303.861.2602

F: 303.861.2604

info@milehighearlylearning.org

facebook.com/MHEarlylLearning

twitter.com/mhearlylearning




